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SECRET STATE 173666 


NODIS 

FOR NEWSOM FROM SAUNDERS AND BOWDLER 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 


TAGS: PERPR, NMUC, PK, FR, US 
SUBJECT:PAKISTAN REPROCESSING 


REF: TEHRAN 65 11 


1 . AS YOU ARE AWARE, THERE ARE DIFFERENT VIEWS WITHIN THE 
DEPARTMENT AS TO WHETHER FRANCE WILL OR WILL NOT CANCEL ITS 
NUCLEAR REPROCESSING CONTRACT WITH PAKISTAN. 
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-(A) INR'S VIEW, AS SET FORTH IN THE JULY 8 ANALYSIS IN THE 
SECRETARY'S MORNING SUMMARY, WAS THAT REPEATED FRENCH 
POSTPONEMENT OF CANCELLATION REFLECTED HEAVY DOMESTIC 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PRESSURES THAT WOULD CONTINUE TO 
MILITATE AGAINST FRENCH CANCELLATION IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 


-(B) NEA, EUR, AND T/D HAVE FELT, WITH VARYING DEGREES OF 
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CONFIDENCE, THAT THE FRENCH WOULD INFORM PAKISTAN THAT THEY 
WOULD NOT CARRY ON WITH THE CONTRACT. THE STRONGEST STATE- 
MENT OF FRENCH INTENTION TO CANCEL OF WHICH WE ARE AWARE 
CAME DURING SECRETARY'S BILATERAL WITH DE GUIRINGAUD IN 
WASHINGTON ON MAY 29. ON THAT OCCASION (AND AGAIN ON 
JUNE 15) DE GUIRINGAUD ' RECALLED THAT PRESIDENT GISCARD HAD 
DECIDED THAT FRANCE WILL NOT REPEAT NOT COMPLETE THE 

REPROCESSING PLANT FOR PAKISTAN" AND HAD SO INFORMED 
PRESIDENT CARTER ON MAY 26. 

2. INR REMAINS SKEPTICAL THAT THE FRENCH, BECAUSE OF THE 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS WE OUTLINED IN THE 
MORNING SUMMARY, WILL CANCEL THE CONTRACT OUTRIGHT. TO 
ELABORATE INR BELIEVES THAT FRANCE WILL CONVEY A NEGATIVE 
MESSAGE SHORT OF OUTRIGHT CANCELLATION DURING THE JACOMET 
VISIT IN THE HOPE THAT PAKISTAN WILL TAKE THE HINT AND 

SHOW ITSELF AMENABLE. SHOULD THIS FIRST EFFORT NOT 
PRODUCE THE DESIRED RESULT. FRANCE CAN BE EXPECTED, OVER 
TIME, TO WITHDRAW FROM THE CONTRACT BY A SERIES OF GRADUAL 
AND EQUIVOCATING MOVES. SUCH MOVES COULD INCLUDE: 

-(A) FRENCH COULD PROPOSE EXPERTS DISCUSSION OF VARIOUS 
TECHNICAL FIXES TO MAKE THE PLUTONIUM PRODUCT LESS DIRECTLY 
ACCESSIBLE FOR WEAPONS USE. NO KNOWN ALTERATION OF THE 
PROCESS WOULD SATISFY PROLIFERATION CONCERNS. BUT THE 
SECRET 
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FRENCH MAY STILL WISH TO USE DISCUSSIONS TO DRIVE PAKISTANIS 
TO CANCELLATION. 

-(B) FRENCH COULD CONTINUE TO STALL WITH PAKISTANIS WHILE 
MOVING TO EXTRACT SOME SPECIFIC CONCESSIONS FROM THE US 
(E.G.. ADVANCE APPROVAL FOR JAPANESE REPROCESSING AT LA 
HAGUE OR SOFTENED POSITION IN US-EURATOM RENEGOTIATIONS) 

TO ANSWER DOMESTIC CRITICS OF A DECISION TO CANCEL THE 
PLANT. 

3. NEA, EUR, AND T/D BELIEVE THAT THE FRENCH WILL AVOID 
USING THE TERM "CANCELLATION" BUT WILL INFORM THE GOP THAT 
THEY DO NOT INTEND TO MOVE AHEAD ON THE CONTRACT. THESE 
OFFICES AGREE THAT THE FRENCH MAY EQUIVOCATE ON THE 
FINALITY OF THEIR POSITION AND THE MODALITIES OF THEIR 
CESSATION OF COOPERATION UNDER THE CONTRACT. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, THEY BELIEVE IT ESSENTIAL THAT FRENCH 
TECHNICIANS BE WITHDRAWN PROMPTLY FROM THE PROJECT SO 
THAT WE CAN UNDERTAKE CONGRESSIONAL CONSULTATIONS LEADING 
TO A RESUMPTION OF AID. 

4. WE HAVE CHECKED FOREGOING WITH AMBASSADOR SMITH AND HE 
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IS INCLINED TO SHARE THE INR VIEW. VANCE 
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SECRET STATE 173666 

NODIS 

FOR JOSEPH S NYE 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 173666 ACTION TEHRAN INFO PARIS ISLAMABAD 
NEW DELHI JULY 10. 

QUOTE E C R E T STATE 173666 

NODIS 

FOR NEWSOM FROM SAUNDERS AND BOWDLER 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PERPR, NMUC, PK, FR, US 

SUBJECT :PAKISTAN REPROCESSING 

REF: TEHRAN 65 11 

1 . AS YOU ARE AWARE, THERE ARE DIFFERENT VIEWS WITHIN THE 
DEPARTMENT AS TO WHETHER FRANCE WILL OR WILL NOT CANCEL ITS 
SECRET 
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NUCLEAR REPROCESSING CONTRACT WITH PAKISTAN. 

-(A) INR'S VIEW, AS SET FORTH IN THE JULY 8 ANALYSIS IN THE 
SECRETARY'S MORNING SUMMARY, WAS THAT REPEATED FRENCH 
POSTPONEMENT OF CANCELLATION REFLECTED HEAVY DOMESTIC 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PRESSURES THAT WOULD CONTINUE TO 
MILITATE AGAINST FRENCH CANCELLATION IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

-(B) NEA, EUR, AND T/D HAVE FELT, WITH VARYING DEGREES OF 
CONFIDENCE, THAT THE FRENCH WOULD INFORM PAKISTAN THAT THEY 
WOULD NOT CARRY ON WITH THE CONTRACT. THE STRONGEST STATE- 
MENT OF FRENCH INTENTION TO CANCEL OF WHICH WE ARE AWARE 
CAME DURING SECRETARY'S BILATERAL WITH DE GUIRINGAUD IN 
WASHINGTON ON MAY 29. ON THAT OCCASION (AND AGAIN ON 
JUNE 15) DE GUIRINGAUD ' RECALLED THAT PRESIDENT GISCARD HAD 
DECIDED THAT FRANCE WILL NOT REPEAT NOT COMPLETE THE 

REPROCESSING PLANT FOR PAKISTAN" AND HAD SO INFORMED 
PRESIDENT CARTER ON MAY 26. 

2. INR REMAINS SKEPTICAL THAT THE FRENCH, BECAUSE OF THE 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS WE OUTLINED IN THE 
MORNING SUMMARY, WILL CANCEL THE CONTRACT OUTRIGHT. TO 
ELABORATE INR BELIEVES THAT FRANCE WILL CONVEY A NEGATIVE 
MESSAGE SHORT OF OUTRIGHT CANCELLATION DURING THE JACOMET 
VISIT IN THE HOPE THAT PAKISTAN WILL TAKE THE HINT AND 

SHOW ITSELF AMENABLE. SHOULD THIS FIRST EFFORT NOT 
PRODUCE THE DESIRED RESULT, FRANCE CAN BE EXPECTED, OVER 
TIME, TO WITHDRAW FROM THE CONTRACT BY A SERIES OF GRADUAL 
AND EQUIVOCATING MOVES. SUCH MOVES COULD INCLUDE: 

-(A) FRENCH COULD PROPOSE EXPERTS DISCUSSION OF VARIOUS 
TECHNICAL FIXES TO MAKE THE PLUTONIUM PRODUCT LESS DIRECTLY 
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ACCESSIBLE FOR WEAPONS USE. NO KNOWN ALTERATION OF THE 
PROCESS WOULD SATISFY PROLIFERATION CONCERNS, BUT THE 
FRENCH MAY STILL WISH TO USE DISCUSSIONS TO DRIVE PAKISTANIS 
TO CANCELLATION. 

-(B) FRENCH COULD CONTINUE TO STALL WITH PAKISTANIS WHILE 
MOVING TO EXTRACT SOME SPECIFIC CONCESSIONS FROM THE US 
(E.G., ADVANCE APPROVAL FOR JAPANESE REPROCESSING AT LA 
HAGUE OR SOFTENED POSITION IN US-EURATOM RENEGOTIATIONS) 

TO ANSWER DOMESTIC CRITICS OF A DECISION TO CANCEL THE 
PLANT. 

3. NEA, EUR, AND T/D BELIEVE THAT THE FRENCH WILL AVOID 
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USING THE TERM "CANCELLATION" BUT WILL INFORM THE GOP THAT 
THEY DO NOT INTEND TO MOVE AHEAD ON THE CONTRACT. THESE 
OFFICES AGREE THAT THE FRENCH MAY EQUIVOCATE ON THE 
FINALITY OF THEIR POSITION AND THE MODALITIES OF THEIR 
CESSATION OF COOPERATION UNDER THE CONTRACT. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, THEY BELIEVE IT ESSENTIAL THAT FRENCH 
TECHNICIANS BE WITHDRAWN PROMPTLY FROM THE PROJECT SO 
THAT WE CAN UNDERTAKE CONGRESSIONAL CONSULTATIONS LEADING 
TO A RESUMPTION OF AID. 

4. WE HAVE CHECKED FOREGOING WITH AMBASSADOR SMITH AND HE 
IS INCLINED TO SHARE THE INR VUNR VIEW. VANCE UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 
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